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How	  does	  the	  
Bible	  view	  
women?	  



“Oppression	  produces	  a	  tendency	  to	  
small-‐mindedness,	  petty	  jealousy,	  
irrational	  emotionality	  and	  random	  
violence,	  dependency,	  competitive	  
selfishness,	  and	  possessiveness,	  a	  lack	  
of	  vision	  and	  conservatism.	  	  All	  these	  
qualities	  are	  the	  result	  of	  male	  
chauvinism	  and	  the	  woman’s	  oppressed	  
condition	  in	  the	  family.”	  	  	  	  	  Juliett	  Mitchell	  



1	  Timothy	  2:9-‐15	  

	  	  	  	  	  9	  I	  also	  want	  the	  women	  to	  dress	  
modestly,	  with	  decency	  and	  propriety,	  
adorning	  themselves,	  not	  with	  elaborate	  
hairstyles	  or	  gold	  or	  pearls	  or	  expensive	  
clothes,	  10	  but	  with	  good	  deeds,	  
appropriate	  for	  women	  who	  profess	  to	  
worship	  God.	  
	  	  	  	  	  11	  A	  woman	  should	  learn	  in	  quietness	  and	  
full	  submission.	  12	  I	  do	  not	  permit	  a	  woman	  	  



1	  Timothy	  2:9-‐15	  

to	  teach	  or	  to	  assume	  authority	  over	  a	  
man;	  she	  must	  be	  quiet.	  13	  For	  Adam	  was	  
formed	  first,	  then	  Eve.	  14	  And	  Adam	  was	  
not	  the	  one	  deceived;	  it	  was	  the	  woman	  
who	  was	  deceived	  and	  became	  a	  sinner.	  
15	  But	  women	  will	  be	  saved	  through	  
childbearing—if	  they	  continue	  in	  faith,	  
love	  and	  holiness	  with	  propriety.	  



• Women	  and	  fashion	  

• Women	  and	  authority	  



women	  and	  fashion	  

A	  Christian	  woman’s	  approach	  to	  
fashion	  should	  be	  characterized	  by	  
propriety,	  	  modesty,	  and	  good	  

deeds.	  	  



“9	  I	  also	  want	  the	  women	  to	  dress	  modestly,	  
with	  decency	  and	  propriety,	  adorning	  
themselves,	  not	  with	  elaborate	  hairstyles	  or	  gold	  
or	  pearls	  or	  expensive	  clothes,	  10	  but	  with	  good	  
deeds,	  appropriate	  for	  women	  who	  profess	  to	  
worship	  God.”	  

	  

Paul	  is	  arguing	  against	  extravagance,	  
but	  also	  arguing	  for	  moral	  respectability	  
in	  fashion.	  	  A	  woman	  should	  be	  more	  
than	  a	  sex	  object.	  
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Christian	  femininity:	  

• Propriety	  –	  A	  Christian	  woman	  has	  
dress-‐sense.	  

• Modesty	  –	  The	  Christian	  woman	  is	  
respectable	  and	  well-‐behaved.	  

• Good	  deeds	  –	  The	  Christian	  woman	  
honors	  God.	  



women	  and	  authority	  

The	  spiritual	  growth	  of	  Christian	  
women	  should	  be	  characterized	  by	  

submissiveness.	  



women	  and	  authority	  

The	  spiritual	  growth	  of	  Christian	  
women	  should	  be	  characterized	  by	  

submissiveness.	  
	  

“11	  A	  woman	  should	  learn	  in	  quietness	  and	  full	  
submission.”	  



women	  and	  authority	  

A	  symbol	  of	  Christian	  feminine	  
submissiveness	  is	  male	  eldership.	  

	  
“11	  I	  do	  not	  permit	  	  a	  woman	  to	  teach	  or	  to	  
assume	  authority	  over	  a	  man.”	  



women	  and	  authority	  

A	  second	  symbol	  of	  Christian	  
femininity	  is	  future-‐shaping.	  

	  
“15	  But	  women	  will	  be	  saved	  through	  
childbearing	  –	  if	  they	  continue	  in	  faith,	  love	  and	  
holiness	  with	  propriety	  .”	  



women	  and	  authority	  

A	  second	  symbol	  of	  Christian	  
femininity	  is	  future-‐shaping.	  

	  
“Womanhood	  has	  to	  do	  with	  calling	  out	  and	  
receiving	  leadership	  from	  men.”	  	  	  John	  Piper	  



	  “The	  tendency	  today	  is	  to	  stress	  the	  
equality	  of	  men	  and	  women	  by	  minimizing	  
the	  unique	  significance	  of	  our	  maleness	  
and	  femaleness.	  	  But	  this	  depreciation	  of	  
male	  and	  female	  personhood	  is	  a	  great	  
loss.	  	  It	  is	  taking	  a	  tremendous	  toll	  on	  
generations	  of	  young	  men	  and	  women	  
who	  do	  not	  know	  what	  it	  means	  to	  be	  a	  
man	  or	  a	  woman.”	  	  



	  “Confusion	  over	  the	  meaning	  of	  sexual	  
personhood	  is	  epidemic.	  	  The	  consequence	  
of	  this	  confusion	  is	  not	  a	  free	  and	  happy	  
harmony	  among	  gender-‐free	  persons	  
relating	  on	  the	  basis	  of	  abstract	  
competencies.	  	  The	  consequence	  rather	  is	  
more	  divorce,	  more	  homosexuality,	  more	  
sexual	  abuse,	  more	  promiscuity,	  more	  	  



social	  awkwardness,	  and	  more	  emotional	  
distress	  and	  suicide	  that	  come	  with	  the	  
loss	  of	  God-‐given	  identity.”	  

John	  Piper	  



“Oppression	  produces	  a	  tendency	  to	  
small-‐mindedness,	  petty	  jealousy,	  
irrational	  emotionality	  and	  random	  
violence,	  dependency,	  competitive	  
selfishness,	  and	  possessiveness,	  a	  lack	  
of	  vision	  and	  conservatism.	  	  All	  these	  
qualities	  are	  the	  result	  of	  male	  
chauvinism	  and	  the	  woman’s	  oppressed	  
condition	  in	  the	  family.”	  	  	  	  	  Juliett	  Mitchell	  



This	  is	  God’s	  design	  for	  all	  women:	  In	  
fashion,	  Christian	  femininity	  is	  

characterized	  by	  modesty,	  dress	  sense	  and	  
good	  deeds.	  	  In	  terms	  of	  leadership,	  

Christian	  women	  are	  to	  shape	  the	  future	  
by	  calling	  out	  and	  receiving	  humble	  

servant-‐leadership	  from	  the	  men	  in	  their	  
lives.	  	  They	  are	  to	  come	  under	  the	  men	  in	  
their	  lives	  and	  train	  those	  men	  to	  lay	  down	  

their	  lives	  for	  them!	  	  


